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HELLO  TO  THE  NEW  YEAR! 

Even  though  the  world  has  seen  better  days,  all  is  not  gloom  and  doom. 
ISASC  is  flourishing,  and  our  plans  for  the  year  that  lies  ahead  are 
well  underway.  Pray  read  on. 

TIME  TO  TAKE  A  TRIP! 

And  where  else  but  Chicago,  the  site  of  our  13th  convention,  and  a 
lucky  number  for  everyone  with  the  good  fortune  to  be  with  us.  By  now 
you  should  have  received  your  official  invitation  packet,  complete 
with  the  program  of  events  and  a  reservation  form.  May  2  to  5  are  the 
dates,  the  beautiful  new  Forum  Hotel  on  Chicago's  famed  Magnificent 
Mile  will  be  our  headquarters,  and  the  company  --  well,  they'll  be  the 
best  people  you'll  ever  find  in  the  world  of  metrology  —  our  members 
and  spouses.  We're  expecting  a  turnout  of  100  or  more,  and  the 
convention  committee,  comprising  yours  truly,  Dick  Axelrood,  Marty 
Bronstein,  Jim  Burnett,  Steve  Ginsberg,  and  Cheryl  Rossen,  are  busy 
planning  good  times  for  everyone  who  will  be  Chicago  bound.  So  act 
now,  while  the  thought  is  fresh  in  your  mind,  and  send  in  your 
reservation.  We'll  acknowledge  it  promptly  and  tell  you  more  about 
the  special  events  we're  planning,  in  some  cases  brand-new  and  in  some 
cases  involving  you  in  a  personal  and  participatory  way.  It's  an 
occasion  you  won't  want  to  miss! 
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AND  AS  WE  ENTER  1991... 

ISASC's  state  of  health  couldn't  be  better.  Membership  continues  to 
rise,  with  our  member  count  for  the  North  American  Chapter  at  an  all- 
time  high  of  276.  In  financial  respects,  we're  comfortably  in  the 
black,  and  will  undoubtedly  stay  that  way  as  long  as  our  mucho- 
talented  treasurer,  Jan  Macho,  is  at  the  fiscal  helm  of  our  Society. 
(Reminder  from  Jan:  Please,  please,  puhleeze,  pay  your  dues  if,  per¬ 
chance,  you've  not  done  so.)  And  this  spring,  your  directors  will  be 
looking  into  the  purchase  of  a  computer  for  our  EQM  editor,  Diana 
Crawf orth-Hitchins ,  so  that  she  can  impart  a  more  varied  look  to  EQM 
with  the  greatest  of  ease,  as  well  as  update  our  EQM  Index  through 
1990  and  keep  it  current  thereafter,  again  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 

ENCLOSURES  OF  INTEREST. 

**  The  first  is  an  article  titled  "Egg  Scales"  by  Eleanor  Flesvig, 
which  appeared  in  the  November  21,  1990,  issue  of  The  Antique 
Trader  Weekly,  and  which  covers  a  category  of  scales  that  a  number 
of  our  members  particularly  covet. 

**  The  second  is  an  extremely  interesting  letter  sent  us  a  while  back 
from  Warren  Oler,  who  describes  in  historical  detail  the  back¬ 
ground  of  his  great,  great  grandfather,  Jesse  Marden,  who  was  a 
scale  manufacturer  in  Baltimore  in  the  early  and  mid-19th  Century. 
Oler  asks  if  any  of  our  members  own  any  Marden  scales,  and  whether 
anyone  might  know  of  one  for  sale.  Along  with  his  letter,  he 
included  some  copies  of  Marden  scale  advertisements  which  we've 
reproduced  (with  apologies  for  their  poor  legibility,  due  to  our 
having  to  make  a  copy  of  a  copy) .  We  found  his  letter  to  be  most 
engrossing,  and  it's  apparent  he  would  greatly  appreciate  hearing 
from  any  of  our  members  about  the  Marden  company  and  its  scales. 

**  The  third  enclosure  is  Supplement  #3  to  our  Directory,  listing  the 
newest  members  to  join  our  Society.  We  suggest  you  instantly 
insert  it  in  your  directory  binder  so  that  your  roster  is  current 
until  this  coming  April,  when  you'll  receive  the  new  1991 
directory. 
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FAIRBANKS  CONTINUED. . . 

Member  Lew  Weiss  came  across  the  following  excerpt  in  the  December, 
1990,  issue  of  Yankee  magazine,  and  dutifully  forwarded  it  to  us  (for 
which  we  dutifully  thank  him) .  As  it  had  to  do  with  the  history  of 
Fairbanks  during  Dickens'  time  of  Christmas  Past,  we  felt  it  most 
appropriate  to  reproduce  it  herewith  as  a  postscript  to  the  preceding 
item  on  the  Fairbanks  Museum. 


Dickens's  tale  of  Mrs.  Cratchit's  homely 
victory  over  sweatshop  greed  immediately 
captured  the  American  imagination,  even 
in  the  little  town  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont, 
home  of  E.  and  T  Fairbanks  and  Co. .  man¬ 
ufacturers  of  heavy-duty  weighing  scales. 
The  Fairbankses  were  a  family  of  hard-  ! 
headed  businessmen  and  high-minded 
churchmen  who  ran  the  town  and  the  scale- 
works  like  a  fiefdom  At  the  factory  Erastus 
Fairbanks  had  his  own  tradition  for  cele¬ 
brating  Christmas:  On  Christmas  Day  he 
would  gather  his  several  hundred  workers 
together,  present  each  man  with  a  Bible, 
then  send  everyone  straight  back  to  work. 

Erastus  Fairbanks  was  no  Scrooge  —  the 
Fairbankses’  legacy  of  small  town  philan¬ 
thropy  is  unparalleled  in  New  England 
(“This  New  England, "  October  1989]  —  but 
he  took  the  Bible  seriously,  and  unless  Christ¬ 
mas  happened  to  fall  on  the  Sabbath,  there 
would  be  no  good  Christian  men  rejoicing  in 
St.  Johnsbury  until  their  work  was  done  In 
this  creed  of  pious  industry  Fairbanks  was 
like  most  New  Englanders  of  his  day,  true 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  first  colonists  who 
abhorred  all  '"Christmas-keepers”  and  re¬ 
garded  even  mincemeat  pie  as  sinful. 

Charles  Dickens  changed  all  that.  In  1867 
Horace  Fairbanks,  newly  elected  president 
of  the  St.  Johnsbury  scaleworks.  traveled  to 
Boston  to  hear  Dickens  give  a  reading  on 
Christmas  Eve.  Listening  intently  to  A 
Christmas  Carol,  he  left  Boston  a  changed 
man.  The  following  year  the  Fairbanks  fac¬ 
tory  was  closed  on  Christmas  Day  for  the 
first  time  in  50  years,  and  following  the 
chastened  Scrooge's  example,  Horace  Fair¬ 
banks  blessed  every  worker  with  a  Christ¬ 
mas  bird  to  take  home  to  his  holiday  table. 
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**  And  the  fourth  enclosure  is  our  current  library  list,  which 

members  in-the-know  have  been  taking  advantage  of  regularly.  If 
you're  a  beginning  collector,  we  suggest  you  do  likewise  and 
select  one  or  several  offerings  that  will  add  to  your  knowledge 
and  expand  your  metrology  horizons.  The  cost  is  inconsequential 
and  the  gain  immense,  so  the  time  to  act  is  now. 

EXTRA!  FAIRBANKS  MUSEUM  FOUND! 

In  the  previous  President's  Newsletter,  we  told  you  about  member 
Gloria  Lipfert's  quest  for  a  Fairbanks  museum,  and  we're  glad  to 
report  the  happy  consequences.  It  seems  that  Gloria  heard  from 
several  people  on  the  subject,  including  a  letter  from  Ms.  Peggy 
Daniels  of  the  Fairbanks  Museum  and  Planetarium  (!) ,  Main  and  Prospect 
Streets,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont  05819  (802/748-2372).  In  Ms.  Daniels' 
letter,  she  acknowledged  the  generosity  of  member  Allen  Hall,  who  has 
given  several  Fairbanks  scales  to  the  museum,  and  along  with  her 
letter,  she  sent  Gloria  copies  of  some  Fairbanks  catalog  pages  dating 
back  to  1906  and  a  30-page  booklet  published  some  years  ago  to 
commemmorate  Fairbanks'  150th  anniversary.  (Gloria  tells  us  the 
booklet  presently  is  available  from  the  museum  for  $3.75,  including 
postage . ) 

Gloria  also  heard  directly  from  Allen  Hall,  who  told  her  of  the 
museum's  current  effort  to  build  a  scale  collection,  and  suggesting 
that  our  members  might  be  able  to  help  this  endeavor,  now  that  they 
know  about  it.  And  finally,  Gloria  also  received  calls  from  members 
Charles  Lamlein  and  Wayne  Roberts,  undoubtedly  throwing  more  light  on 
Fairbanks  and  the  museum.  Which  only  goes  to  show  that  if  you  don't 
know,  feel  free  to  ask.  Collectively,  our  members  represent  a  wealth 
of  information. 
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IF  YOU'RE  INTO  LETTER  SCALES... 

you'll  want  to  know  about  The  Writing  Equipment  Society,  established 
in  England  in  1980  and  presently  comprising  about  500  members,  a  good 
number  of  whom  reside  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  Society's 
purpose  is  the  conservation  and  study  of  writing  instruments  and 
accessories,  with  emphasis  on  "earlier  times,"  and  its  area  of 
interest,  besides  pens,  pencils,  nibs,  inkwells,  stamp  boxes,  etc., 
includes  letter  scales.  It  meets  six  times  a  year,  most  often  in 
London,  and  publishes  an  informative  Journal  three  times  a  year.  (A 
recent  past  issue  included  a  reprint  of  an  article  by  ISASC  member 
Brian  Brass  on  candlestick  scales  that  originally  appeared  in 
Britain's  Antique  Collecting  magazine.)  If  your  interest  in  scales 
includes  those  of  the  letter  variety  and  extends  into  writing 
accessories,  you  might  want  to  consider  joining.  The  cost  for  a 
personal  membership  is  £10  sterling,  and  all  you  need  do  is  send  a 
money  order  or  bank  draft  (in  pounds  sterling)  to  Mr.  Harry  Scharf, 
Membership  Secretary,  The  Writing  Equipment  Society,  175a  Ulverley 
Green  Road,  Solihull,  West  Midlands  B92  8AA,  England.  Include  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number,  and  also  your  "main  collecting 
interests . " 

IN  THE  OFFING. . . 

...is  the  bibliography  that  will  tell  us  all  we'll  ever  want  to  know 
about  literature  on  metrology.  The  project  is  in  the  capable  hands  of 
members  Gary  Batz  and  Rick  Blankenhorn,  who  tell  us  that  material  is 
starting  to  come  in  from  a  number  of  members.  We  want  to  especially 
thank  Mark  Eisner,  who  combed  the  reference  branch  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  and  came  up  with  a  variety  of  pre-computer  and  computer 
bibl io-1 istings ,  along  with  the  promise  to  do  more  if  need  be.  The 
project,  by  its  nature,  is  long-term,  but  we  hope  to  include  in  the 
next  Newsletter  a  progress  report  from  Gary  and  Rick.  Meanwhile,  if 
you  haven't  given  them  a  rundown  on  your  own  library  or  other  litera¬ 
ture  you  know  of,  now's  the  time  to  do  so. 
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LET'S  HEAR  IT  FOR  JERRY  KATZ. 

Jerry  continues  to  answer  a  multitude  of  questions  about  scales, 
mostly  from  non-members  with  a  scale  or  two  to  sell  (and  most, 
unfortunately,  of  the  junk  variety) .  However,  we  do  want  to  remind 
our  members  that  our  "Ask  Jerry"  feature  is  available  open-end,  so  if 
you  have  questions  of  any  sort  about  scales  in  general  or  those  in 
your  collection,  bring  them  to  Jerry.  His  willingness  to  help  seems 
to  have  no  bounds. 

AND  SO. . . 

We'll  say  goodbye  for  the  time  being,  with  the  reminder  that  our 
Chicago  convention  should  be  noteworthy  in  some  very  pleasurable 
respects,  and  we  do  hope  we'll  see  you  there  in  early  May. 

Fraternally, 


